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It was a great privilege to be elected as
Chairman of CIDOC for the 3-year term,
September 1989-September 1992, during the
Triennial Conference in The Hague. I am very
grateful for your endorsement and look forward
to developing the role of the Committee with the
support of the Working Groups and all
members.

CIDOC grew dramatically in both influence and
membership in the six years after Peter
Homulos took over as Chair, We owe him a
great debt for his leadership and active
advocacy of the Committee within ICOM. I aim
to continue to ensure his active involvement
with the Committee's policy making, through
his extensive contacts and role as part of the
organising committee for the 1992 conference in

Quebec.

In addition to Peter Homulos, I would also like
to acknowledge the Committee's appreciation of
the support he received from the Canadian
Department of Communications and his own
staff. Andrée Christensen in particular played
a very important role in running the
Committee's Secretariat. Other CHIN staff
were also actively involved with project work,
such as the Dutch art CD-ROM.

I personally became involved with CIDOC in
1976, after a few years of working with IRGMA,
the precursor to the MDA, At that time, the
Committee's Chairman was Geoffrey Lewis,
subsequently the ICOM President, and also the
Chairman of IRGMA. The Committee was then

a small group of perhaps 20 members, who met
on an annual basis to discuss the new interest
in national documentation initiatives and

museum standards.

In the subsequent 15 years, we have seen the
membership grow to around 400 from 50
countries, in parallel with the development of
documentation as a museum funection and
priority. During that period, I have been
involved with a number of the Committee's
Working Groups, including Technical
Standards, Documentation Centres and the
Handbook. My MDA role includes standards,
publications and conferences.

Prior to the election in The Hague, the two
candidates for Chairman (Michel Aubert and
myself) were invited to outline their aims for
the Committee. I see my role as acting as a
focus for the Board and the Working Groups.
The Committee will develop and promote its
aims through the work of these two arms,
rather than a strong central initiative by the
Chairman.

The early 1990s are a period of great
opportunity for CIDOC. We have the chance to
stress to ICOM and to museums around the
world that information is a powerful resource:
with effective documentation systems and
services, museums can play a key role in the
information-based society. We need to
articulate that role at every opportunity within
ICOM and our own national museum
communities.









































































