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New CIDOC Working Group on
Reconciliation of Standards

Background

At the CIDOC meeting in Cambridge, United Kingdom
in 1987, the Working Group on Documentation Standards split
into two sub-groups. One of these concentrated on supporting
the CIDOC videodisc project, while the other worked on the
development of a multidisciplinary standard for museum
documentation.

This second sub-group adopted a standard presented
to CIDOC in 1980 as a working basis. It proceeded to
generalize this model, moving away from the approach by the
Documentation Standards Working Group.

It became clear that there was a need for a new
working group, with a role that was distinct from that of the
Documentation Standards Working Group. It was equally
clear that the work of Documentation Standards in defining
minimum data categories for various subjects should continue.

Accordingly, during the 1988 meeting of CIDOC in
Barcelona, the Working Group on Reconciliation of Standards
was set up. The rest of this article outlines the role and
proposed work programme of this Working Group.

Role of the Working Group

The Working Group on Reconciliation of Standards
has two primary roles:

1) to act as a forum for the discussion of museum
documentation data standards prepared by
different institutions and national bodies:

2) to develop a flexible framework for describing such
data standards, to facilitate their development,
comparison and description.

It is our intention to put forward this framework to the

International Standards Organization as a draft international
standard.

Rationale for these Roles

During the discussions in the 1987 and 1988 CIDOC
meetings it became clear that many institutions are now
developing standards and data models in parallel, without any
effective means of sharing their experiences. This means that
these institutions are wasting resources by 're-inventing the
wheel'. Some means of communication is urgently required:
the Working Group can fulfil this role.

As a result of knowing about others' experiences,
members of the Working Group will save time and resources,
and will hopefully develop better systems than they could
produce on their own.

By publishing these shared experiences as a rigorous,
but simply explained framework, the Working Group expects
to benefit a much wider range of projects relating to museum
data standards. These include work done by other CIDOC
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